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ABSTRACT

The main objective of the FIRE (Facilitating Innovation in Renewable Energies) is to stimulate interest of European SMEs in EC’s
Framework Programme 7. We have so far incorporated 30 SMEs into research proposals.

The overall strategic aim of this proposal, in keeping with the EU policy, which attaches significant importance to the participation
of SMEs in EU R&D projects, is to facilitate and foster the participation of SMEs from the Renewable Energy sector (RES) in the
framework programme, with a clear focus on the upcoming FP7.

The strategic approach will be based on:

* the identification of innovation potential in SMEs

* a “bottom-up” approach in mobilising SME participation

o the creation of Interactive European sectoral workshops

* acomplete guidance and follow-up programme to ensure that SMEs are provided with the proper continuous support and guid-
ance from a panel of experts.

To this end the following operational objectives and goals will be met:
* I|dentification and targeting of SMEs to participate in FIRE.

*  Preparation of Innovation Audits

*  Organisation of European Sectoral Workshops.

*  Promote SME participation in existing and future RTD.
e SME Clustering.

PARTNERS

Eurexcel - United Kingdom; Ec Brec Instytut Energetyki Odnawialnej Sp. Z O.0. - Poland; Energy Centre Bratislava - Slovakia;
CICOM Organisation (Centre International de Communication et D’opérations Multimédia) — France; Malta Industrial Innovation For
Sme’s Ltd - Malta; Feltalaloi Es Kutato Kozpont Szolgaltato Kft. ( Invention And Research Center Services Co. Ltd. ) — Hungary;
Energy Research Centre of The Netherlands (Energieonderzoek Centrum Nederland) — Netherlands; Innostart National Business and
Innovation Centre — Hungary; Euro Info Centre Jénképings I&n Ab — Sweden; Centre d’ Innovacié i Desenvolupament Empresarial
- Spain; Association International Initiatives For Cooperation — Bulgaria; Teknoloji Arastirma Gelistirme Endustriyel Urunler Bilisim
Teknolojileri San Tic A.S. - Turkey; Projects In Motion Limited — Malta; Centre de Recerca i Investigacié de Catalunya S.A. -
Spain;
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